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A Letter to the Mother

of the Orphans

had hoped that my pen would be able to write words that

describe, even by a fraction, what is in my heart about

the work of those great people whose work has exceeded

expectations. I do not say this in praise of them as they

do not seek our praise, for sure, history will engrave their
humane work in time; about the greatness of a woman who has
changed the lives of so many and has sent us a strong message; a
message she has struggled for for so long until it became a reality.
How nice it would be if all of us establish a message we want to
achieve in life that would light the lives of so many.

I stand today in front of one of the distinguished personalities
that has achieved what no other Yemeni dignitary has been able
to achieve for this country or society as a whole. This woman has
brought back the great Arab heritage, previously only found in
our history. A heritage filled with glory and prosperity filled with
humanitarian compassion. She has established her message to
create a building block of compassion and the key to heaven.

She is one of the greatest woman of the twenty-first century
from the land of Sheba, I have called her - the mother of the
orphans - Mrs. Ruqaiyah Al-Hajjri - President and founder of
the Al-Rahma Foundation for Human Development. It is she
who established this orphanage to house the orphan and vagrant
girls from society. She did this in a time when the humanitarian
values of society changed to a point that nears brutality.

True, she is the one with the merciful heart who has personified
humanity with her heart and mind through her full faith in the
benefits this type of great work provides, both worldly and in the
hereafter. How can you not believe in such ideology when the
reward for the sponsor of an orphan is Heaven; and who of us
does not what to go to Heaven?!

At Dar Al-Rahma, one can find paradise and how its greatness.
Everyone knows of the great rewards of orphan sponsorship;

what great work there is in sheltering orphaned and/or vagrant
girls. It is here we found the compassionate mother with her
orphans.

I visited the orphanage accompanied by my friend Mr. Jamal
Al-Zandany, Director of the Organization, Al-Amanah Branch.
Also with me was my loyal friend Mr. Mansoor Zaheer, Director
of the Organization, Al-Mahweet Branch. Others also came
along to put the final touches to end the problem that Mr. Jamal
invested the bulk of his time and effort in. "That problem was
getting three-month old Firas, who had been kidnapped from the
orphanage, back.

The young child, whom the compassionate mother (the mother
of the orphans) had invested much effort to return her son to her
arms, was found and returned. My friend, Mr. Jamal imposed a
financial fine after arduous negotiations to recover the child from
outside of the capital and he was able to re-unite young Faris
with his mother and brothers and sisters at the orphanage in an
atmosphere of joy and happiness.

During our conversation with the mother of the orphans, we
were told many stories of the plights of the orphan boys and girls
that they have had to endure as victims of society. 1 do not hide
from you that my tears streamed down as I was greatly moved
by their tragic stories and what the orphans have had to endure.
"Their stories send chills up your spine from the basic humanities
they were deprived of.

Yes, we toured the orphanage and what beauty we found in
this orphanage. One can find tranquility and beauty in this
orphanage. It is a picce of Heaven where the angels of mercy
roam over the young angels.

My message to the mother of the orphans: to you is Heaven, to
you is Heaven oh Mother of the Orphans.

Faisal Al-Khalify
President, NSCO Organization
to Combat Corruption

vy  ATRAIMA
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The Foundation through the Eyes of its Children

Lina Ghalaab

Age: 13 years old
Grade: 8

Qur’an parts memorized:
23 parts

Hobbies: Acting and

poetry

Your opinion about Al-Rahma
foundation: The foundation is
an amazing place, including
its model workforce and the
many facilities it provides. It
embraced us with warmth,
taught us in its buildings about
our rights and capabilities in
different fields and it did not
fail us in any way. I thank

the foundation for teaching us
that nothing is impossible and
has offered many sacrifices
for us. God bless it on its
anniversary and for being a a
source of pride for our Prophet
Mohammed (p.b.u.h.)

Hanan Al-Shawafi

Age; 14 years old
Grade: 9

Qur’an parts memorized:
14 parts

Hobbies: Music

A memeber of the
Children’s Parliment.

Your opinion about Al-Rahma
Foundation: I found in Al-
Rahma Foundation a safe haven
full of security and medical,
psychological and social care.
The foundation provided

for us all the care we need,
including such activities as
memorizing the Holy Qur’an,
fun-filled trips, playing sports
and entrainment facilities. I
thank Allah for this blessing
which he has bestowed on us
and for allowing us to be raised
in such an environment; and I
hope the foundation succeeds in
achieving all of its goals.

Fatima Al-Shu’ori

Age: 14 years old

Grade: 8

Qur’an parts memorized:
23 parts

Hobbies: Islamic chanting
(inshaad) and reading

Your opinion about Al-Rahma
Foundation: All praise is to
Allah. The foundation has
provided us with everything,
such as the opportunity to
attend schools, institutions and
a variety of activities, amongst
other things. It compensated
us with warmth and tenderness
instead of from our parents.

I thank the foundation and

its members from employees
to volunteer mothers who
embrace us as if we were their
own children.

Abdulmajeed Da’akalin

Age: 14 years old

Grade: 7

Qur’an parts memorized: 5
parts

Hobbies: Playing football

Your opinion about Al-
Rahma Foundation: I thank
God for this foundation and
thank everyone who helped
us and helped the foundation,
and I ask of God to keep it
and ask of our government
to help in developing and
supporting it. God bless all
of the foundation’s members
for everything they are
providing us.

Mohammed Al-Rabou’i

Age: 15 years old
Grade: 10

Qur’an parts memorized:
20 parts

Hobbies: Driving cars

Your opinion about Al-
Rahma Foundation: I thank
God for this blessing and

I ask him to bless and
assist everyone who has

a hand in developing this
foundation. This is the best
in foundation in caring and
rehabilitating the orphans.
God bless them for
everything they are doing
for us.

Yunes Al-Hajj

Age: 16 years old
Grade: 11

Qur’an parts memorized:
The entire Holy Qur’an
Hobbies: Calligraphy

Your opinion about
Al-Rahma Foundation:
Efficiency and excellence
are synonyms of this
foundation’s name. These
characteristics are a
reality and I thank God for
being admitted into this
exceptional orphanage,
and I thank God for every
blessing that I have.




Al-Riyadah (Leadership) Center - Sana’a

Goals of the Center:

Leadership in the care of orphans and
Human Development

Raising the economic levels of the or-
phans and poor families

Seeking to establish small projects

Services Provided by the Center to
the Orphans:

Delivering a symbolic amount of mon-
ey to the orphans (monthly allowance)

Clothes (and everything the orphan
will need) for the Eid holidays

Meat from the Eid holiday sacrifices

School package (filled with school
supplies)

Hygiene package (filled with health

ATRATA

items)

Ramadan food basket
Departments in the Center :

External Sponsorship Department (for
those orphans not dwelling in the orphan-
age)

Department of Training and Rehabili-
tation Programs

External Sponsorship Department

This department works to enroll exter-
nal orphans (those not residing in the or-
phanage) and promoting their suffering
to provide them with sponsorship . This
is done through extensive research and
field work to be able to properly iden-
tify the state of the family financially,
economically and socially. A compre-

hensive study is then done on the health,
educational and moral situation of the
orphan. This department is then able
to promote the situation of the external
orphan through an external sponsorship
form that has attached to it all the afore-
mentioned information.

The department will also follow-up on
the level of the orphan through a series
of studies and monthly reports; thereby
enabling them to know how well the
orphan is excelling in his/her environ-
ment.

Department of Training and Qualifi-
cation Programs

Includes two sections:

Educational section

Handicrafts Section

Education Section

Inlcudes Al-Noraniya which consists
of Quran classes and literacy program
for adults.

Al-Noraniya

Includes four classes; each class is
made up of seventeen students (both
male and female). Each class studies
and memorizes the Holy Quran, the
names of Allah, Al-Noraniya and the
forty hadiths.

Educational Classes
Includes Noraniya, Quran classes, and
literacy Courses for adults.

Literacy Program for Adults

There are currently twenty-two moth-
ers enrolled in this program. This pro-
gram teaches these mothers to read and
memorize the Holy Book of Allah and
the Al-Noraniya curriculum. They are
also taught to write the Arabic letters and
dictation.

Professional Handicrafts Section

This section consists of three sub-sec-
tions which are sewing, embroidery, car-
pets and a section for making Ma’awiz
(traditional Yemeni attire for men). It is
through these professional handicrafts
sections that the center provides orphans
and poor families with professional hand-
icrafts skills to raise the economic levels
of these orphans and poor families.

Sewing Sub-Section

Students in the sewing classes learn the
basics of sewing, including a number of
modern designs.

Embroidary Sub-Section

Students in the embroidery classes are
taught the various kinds of Indian em-
broidery (typical beading, sarees embroi-
dery, sequins embroidery and embroidery
on silk).

Carpet Weaving and Ma’awiz Sub-
Section

Orphans in this section are taught how
to make carpets and ma’awiz.

On Wednesday, March 26, 2008, Al-
Rahma Foundation for Human Develop-
ment opened the doors to the Al-Riyadah
(Leadership) Center for Training and
Rehabilitation Center in the Province of
Taiz in the Directorate of Haifan. Present
at the opening ceremony were a number
of dignitaries from the area including the
Director of the Directorate of Haifan Mr.

Abdullah Lasma.

The Chairman of the Board of the
Foundation, Mrs. Ruqaiyah Al-Hajjri,
made it clear that the opening of the Cen-
ter was one of the targeted activities of
the foundation for the current year; an
activity that aims to develop the skills
of the beneficiaries in the region in the
areas of computers, sewing, embroidery
and handicrafts. The Center will also in-
clude literacy programs for adults. The
Center was established through generous
funding from the Al-Aghbary family, a
family who is from the area.

Mrs. Al-Hajjri pointed out that the
foundation opens its doors to all philan-
thropists to contribute to the implementa-
tion of projects for the benefit of all the
children of Yemen.

Al-Riyadah Center, Haifan Branch, Taiz

The Opening:

The Center was opened on 3/15/2008
in the presence of the Director of the Di-
rectorate of the Haifan region.

Objectives of the Center:

Empowering women by teaching them
necessary skills in handicrafts to make
them self-sufficient.

Taking advantage of young girls’ idle
time with something that will be of use
and beneficial to them.

Raising the level of cultural awareness
of the rural woman in order to enable her
to deal with life more positively.

Encouraging familiarity and close ties
between the various villages by bringing
them together in this Center.

Sections in the Center:
Computer education
English language strengthening
Literacy programs for adults
Sewing
Handicrafts
Hairdressing and Nagsh

Agal



Sinan Abu Luhum Orphanage for
the care and accommodation of orphan
toddlers

Al-Wafaa Orphanage for the care and
accommodation of orphan girls - Province
of Taiz branch

Hind Orphanage for the care and
accommodation of orphan girls

Computers and Languages Cultural
Center

Al-Riyadah Center for Training and
Aptitude Building (Province of Sanaa
Branch)

Al-Riyadah Center for Training and
Aptitude Building (Province of haifa
Branch)

The Foundation accentuates
humanitarian development in general. Yet,
it puts a great deal of emphasis on orphans
- from different parts in Yemen - who have
lost the comfort and safety of a secure home.
It cares for them by providing them with a
safe haven with all of its essential necessities
including food, clothing, and educational

and health care. As well as enrolling them
in exemplary schools and conducting
training programs for them. All of the
services provided by the Foundation aim to
help reintegrate the orphans into society by
steering them towards becoming positive
and independent members of society.

THE ORPHANAGES PROVIDE
THE FOLLOWING SERVICES:

Admitting orphans.

Full and
Accommodation

Foster Care and Educational Care.

Training and Rehabilitation.

Health Care and Psychological Care.

Distribution of Monthly Stipends.

- Future Ambitions:

- Secure Childhood

- Reception  Shelter for Urgent
Humanitarian Cases

- Open orphanages in all of the Provinces
in the Republic of Yemen.

Comprehensive

Governor of Taiz Visits Dar Al-Wafa, Girls’ Orphanage
Al-Sufi Asserts the Importance of
Providing Support for this Orphanage

Governor Hamood Khalid Al-Sufi,
the Governor of Taiz and the Chair-
man of the Local Council, paid a vis-
it to Dar Al-Wafa, Girls’ Orphanage
in Taiz, which belongs to Al-Rahma
Foundation for Human Development
in Sana’a. Dar Al-Wafa was estab-
lished within three months and it
currently houses twenty-two orphan
girls from the different regions of
Taiz.

Al-Sufi stated that he had heard of
the many tragedies and challenges
facing the orphan girls. He continued to add that
if there was truly any support to be given, then
it needs to be employed towards such initiatives
that ask for nothing in return. He did not expect
to find such a high level of care and human devel-
opment that he witnessed.

Al-Sufi added that his visit has added a new ob-
jective for him in the Governorate of Taiz, prom-
ising that Dar Al-Wafa will receive the necessary

support with the will of Allah.

In her part, Ruqaiyah Al-Hajjri,
the Director of Dar Al-Wafa ex-
plained that the idea for the proj-
ect was presented to a number of
philanthropists, concerned parties
and charitable organizations, and
the result was a surprise donation
from a generous benefactor who
donated three buildings consisting
of two-stories each and basement
for the cause of housing, teaching
and training orphan girls. The So-
cial Fund for Development provided the furniture
for the offices and this allowed for the operation
and receiving the orphan girls. Mrs. Al-Hajjri
pointed out that Governor Al-Sufi’s visit is con-
sidered to be a form of support for the orphanage
in its strive towards the objectives it was founded
to achieve in housing and caring for orphan girls;
adding that everyone should support this project
just as the Governor has done.
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I-Rahma Foundation for Human Development is a non-profit organization. It
was founded on 10/23/2001 as an orphanage under the name “Dar Al-Rahma for

Orphaned Girls’ Care” (the first orphanage for girls in the Republic of Yemen).
"The working mechanism in the orphanage evolved, and on 30/12/2003 the
rphanage received its license from the Ministry of Social Affairs and Works
in the Republic of Yemen to become “Al-Rahma Foundation for Human Development”.
The Foundation seeks to expand its work to provide its services in all of the provinces in the

Republic of Yemen.

Al-Rahma Foundation for Human
Development strives towards achieving
the essence of human development, and
offering exemplary services to the needs of
target groups in need. The Foundation
also offers comprehensive orphan care
through its orphanages, it is also involved
in rehabilitation and educational programs.
The Foundation is also active in educating

AR

members of society to take responsibility
towards the target groups through
seminars, meetings, and visits.

Our Values
Compassion & Humanity
Patience & Tolerance
Teamwork
Dedication & Sacrifice

Our Objectives

To realize the principle of a Secure
Childhood.

To provide comprehensive care for
orphan girls and boys.

To contribute to the decline in the rate
of unemployment and deviation in society
and their implications .

To make members of society aware of

their responsibility towards the target
groups.

To Provide the necessary infrastructure
needed for the comprehensive care of the
target groups.

To develop the Foundation’s resources,
and to seek local and international grants
and donations to support the institution
and its cultural, health, educational and
rehabilitative activities, and to conduct our
work, in accordance with the law.

Foundation Services

The Foundation provides an array
of services in humanitarian work and
childcare, through the orphanages (which
provide care and accommodation for
the orphans), and training centers and
rehabilitation.

"The Foundation also aims to provide its
services in the field of a secure childhood
for children, and in providing a safe haven

in the form of a reception and care shelter
for urgent humanitarian cases as part of its
future projects.

The Foundation does not lose sight
of the importance for an awakening for
the role of society and their cooperation,
- with the official and private sectors and
organizations, and with researchers in the
field of humanitarian and social work- in
raising the awareness, and the activation of
different roles, each in what they can do, to
perform general humanitarian work and, in
particular, in the area of child care.

"T'he Foundation hopes to contribute
actively in advancing the scientific research
in the studies associated with the social
factors that affect childhood, and in
orphans in particular.

Al-Rahma (Mercy) Orphanage for the
care and accommodation of orphan girls

Al-Fursan (Knights) Orphanage for the
care and accommodation of orphan boys
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Editorial
May ALLAH Bless Them

uring the rehearsal for our

International Orphan Day event,

I was overwhelmed with emotion

after reading the letters of gratitude

and appreciation written by the little
girls at the orphanage to their sponsors. I satdown in
order to reflect on those words and to try and imagine
the feelings a sponsor would have after reading such
letters. Letters spoken from the hearts of the young girls
expressive of their sincere gratitude surely will touch
the hearts of the sponsors. The overwhelming emotion
leaves us to join in with the orphans in their sincere
prayers to the sponsors that ALLLLAH bless them.

Such prayers are chanted from the mouths of the small
children to express to their sponsors their appreciation
for their generosity. They express their gratitude to
their sponsors by replacing the ‘sponsor’” title with that
of father’. "The designation of such a word, coming from
such a young orphan who had tasted the bitterness of
orphan-hood carries great magnitude. This designation
is capable of leaving those who hear it speechless; all
except those with pure hearts that beat with love and
prayer, touching the world around them with their
actions.

A select few are worthy of such praise and prayer.

We are not only proud of them and esteem them, but
we also hold our hands high and ask ALLLLAH to bless
them in this life and the Hereafter, and to preserve them
towards always performing good. These sponsors are a
blessing, and with their presence amongst us, we do not
fear the storms of time.

Ruqaiyah Al-Hajjri
" Chairman of the Board
Al-Rahma Foundation
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